Special Order #17, December 2020
41st Annual OIW Assembly

To the End of the Trail of Tears
Oklahoma City - October 7 -10, 2021

2019 assembly banquet, o
2020 assembly was schedul
for Oklahoma City, with the
setpiece being a visit to Ol
Fort Sill and to the U.5g
Army Field Artillerv
Museum. Other sites Things look better for 2021. We have
included Tahlequah for th secured the same hotel, Embassy Suites
Cherokee Heritage Center, right on the grounds of the airport in
Fort Reno, (now the headquarters for the U.S. Cavdliylahoma City. By our scheduled dates, Octobdo,7
Association), Fort Gibson and, of course, the Natiorz821, we have reasonable expectations that everything will
Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum. By early Mardle open. We are continuing with our plans under those
2020, the COVID 19 virus changed lives and plans. #assumptions. As things stand now, here are the plans: We
thousands were struck by this new killer, event after evglitmeet on Thursday, October 7th, at PXd(Bpeakers are

was cancelled. At first we thought that certainly dayrently being contacted. Roy Young, the current board
October we would have a handle on the virus. We ditairman of the Wild West History Association and was
not. Following the advice of almost everyone in the fielte of our speakers at the 2005 assembly at Fort Sill has
of medicine, we, along with nearly every othagreed to speak at our 2021 meeting. This conference owes
organization, cancelled plans for our 2020 assembly. &s great debt to Michael Hughes who has been very
write this Special Order in miovember, Fort Sill is still instrumental in us coming to Oklahoma City, will also be
not open. Fort Reno, another very important post on oome of our speakers. Other speakers will be posted on our
itinerary, is not open. To cap if off, the tour bus compamgbsite, (www.indianwars.cor®s the following pages are

we had tentatively selected went our of business! It is g&anres of tentative sites we hope ta visit

that our 2020 assembly was not meant to be.



Sites on To the End of Trail of Tears Tour

U.S. Army Field Artillery Museum

Old Fort Sill

Fort Gibson

Fort Reno




Cherokee Heritage Center Oklahoma City National Memorial

OIW board member and long -time
friend, Layton Hooper, died
November 12, 2020, of an
apparent heart attack. He was a
noted authority of the Indian Wars
in the Southwest, specializing in
the scouts, both Indian and white.
He was the chairman for the Order
of Indian Wars Denver Symposium
since 2007. Layton created, with
the help of Mary Lou Backus, the
OIW Facebook page. His presence
was felt in so many ways, by so
many people. He was universally
respected and loved.




2021 To the End of the Tralil of Tears
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area covered by this volume. Invaluable.

Spivey, Towana, Silent Witness. The Diary of a Historic Tree at Fort S, The Connin Company
Publishers, Virginia Beach, VA, 2010
Our tour guide for the 2005 assembly, Towana Spivey, has written a delightful light history of
Fort Sill as observed by a gigantic 250 -year-ol d bur oak tree. o0l f only the
Well, now they do. Most enjoyable, as well as informative and concise.

Robinson, Charles M., Sataria: The Life and Death of a War Chief , State House Press, Austin, TX, 1997
Satanta (the role model for Blue Duck in  Lonesome Dove) was a key player in so much of the
history of this area. Charles Robinson does him justice here. Satanta is buried at Fort Sill, along
with Quanah Parker, Cynthia Ann Parker, Black Beaver and many other warriors of great repute.
The area is often referred to as the Indian Arlington.

Hoig, Stan, Fort Reno and the Indian Territory Frontier  , University of Oklahoma Press, Norman,
2005.
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reliable. This work on Fort Reno falls in the category. Fort Reno is also the home of the U.S.
Cavalry Association. This book will enhance your visit to the post.

Agnew, Brad, Fort Gibson: Terminal on the Trail of Tears , University of Oklahoma Press, Norman,
OK, 1980
Fort Gibson was not a typical post. The author points out that not a single Indian was killed by
troops from Fort Gibson, and only one soldier from the post died at the hands of Indians. This fort
was a peacekeeper. It apparently did itdéds duty wel

Gwyne, S.C. Empire of the Summer Moon , Scribners, New York, 2010.
Once in a blue moon, a history book hits it big . Think Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee,
Undaunted Courage, or Blood and Thunder. Empire of the Summer Moon is one of those books.
Gwyne is a master story teller and this is a wonderful read. This is the story of Quanah Parker, one
of the Il egendary chiefs. He is buried at Fort Sildl
Cynthia Ann. A must read!

Purdue , Theda and Michael D. Greene, 7he Cherokee Nation and the Trail of Tears , Viking, New York, 2007.
This small volume is an excellent summary of one
portion of the Cherokee Heritage Center devoted to this story and its sad tale.



40th Annual Order of the Indian Wars
2019Assembly After Action Report

The Road to Sand Creek
Colorado Springs Colorade September 125, 2019

Nothing can show the physical diversity
(now thatos certainly P
Colorado Springs and ending at Sand Creek.
We visited private trading posts, fur trade
posts, three army forts, the scene of two
massacres, one white and one Indian, ate well
and learned some great geography and history.

After our usual set of excellent speakers (see
your DVD for the complete talks), we sat down
to a great dinner and then a film. | think
everyone enjoyed The Cheyenne Social Club
with Henry Fonda and Jimmy Stewart. The
movie proved to be a real crowd pleaser. Not
exactly Indian wars, but so entertaining.

After breakfast buffet in our elegant hotel,
we hit the road for Pueblo, Colorado and the
litte known EI Pueblo Museum. This is a
mostly undiscovered gem. The museum covers
a great deal about the early fur trade years in
the area and, in particular, the fur trade post
at this spot. On December 25th, 1854, a force
of Ute and Jicarilla Apaches came into this




post feigning friendship and massacred the
traders. Some 15 were killed and three were

taken captive - a woman and two children.

The fort was abandoned then briefly revived

by the gold rush of 1859. Lost for many

years, the ruins were uncovered and are now
being st abi litteknogmdmuseunthd s a
gets better and better.

Climbing over La Veta Pass, we exceeded
9,500 feet in altitude and the views were
truly spectacular. We arrived in Fort Garland
and the first thing on the agenda was the
picnic lunch we had picked up in Pueblo.

The weather was beautiful and everyone
was impressed with Fort Garland. This fort is
a typical two company post and is very well
restored by the state of Colorado. Established
in 1858, Fort Garland protected the settlers
in the San Louis Valley. During the Ute War
of 1879, Mackinzie used Garland as his base.
The post commander &8s guarters has been
restored to refl ect it ods appearance when
Brigadier General Christopher (Kit) Carson
was the occupant. We would be seeing a
great deal more of Carson on this trip.




